
PEARSON, J.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERN DIVISION

IN RE:  FORD MOTOR CO. DEFECTIVE
SPARK PLUG AND 3-VALVE ENGINE
PRODUCTS LIABILITY LITIGATION

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CASE NO.  1:12-md-2316
(MDL Docket No. 2316)

JUDGE BENITA Y. PEARSON

AMENDED PRACTICE AND
PROCEDURE ORDER

1.  This Order, issued pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1407(a), shall govern the practice and

procedure in:  (1) the three actions transferred to this Court by the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict

Litigation, pursuant to its orders of February 8, 2012 and February 22, 2012; and (2) all related

cases originally filed in this Court or transferred or removed to this Court.  These cases are listed

in Schedule A, attached, and are coordinated or consolidated for pretrial purposes.

2.  This Order shall also govern the practice and procedure in:  (1) any tag-along actions

transferred to this Court by the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation, pursuant to Rule 7.1 of

the Rules of Procedure of that Panel, subsequent to the filing of the final transfer order by the

Clerk of this Court; and (2) any related actions subsequently filed in this Court or otherwise

transferred or removed to this Court.

3.  A signed original of any pleading or paper shall be filed; no copies are necessary.  All

papers filed in these actions shall bear the identification “MDL Docket No. 2316,” and when the

paper relates to all these actions, the MDL docket number shall be followed by the notation

http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?cite=28+U.S.C.+%c2%a71407(a)&rs=WLW12.01&vr=2.0&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&sv=Split&fn=_top&mt=Westlaw
http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/Rules___Procedures/rules___procedures.html
http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/Rules___Procedures/rules___procedures.html
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“Case No. 1:12-md-2316, ALL CASES.”  If the paper does not relate to all of these actions, then

the individual docket numbers assigned by the Clerk of this Court (as listed in Schedule A) of

those actions to which the paper relates shall also be listed.  If the paper relates to five or fewer

actions, the abbreviated caption of each of the actions may be listed opposite its number.

4.  Without leave of Court, no discovery or disclosure materials may be filed, except as

necessary to support dispositive motions.  If a party intends to rely on deposition testimony in

support of its position on a motion, the Court prefers the filing of the entire deposition rather than

excerpts, unless the party truly believes that excerpts are sufficient, and with the proviso that any

other party who believes the excerpts offered are not sufficient is free to file the entire deposition. 

In any event, discovery and disclosure materials submitted in support of any party’s position shall

be filed at the same time as that party’s memorandum setting forth its position.

5.  Any paper filed in any of these actions shall be filed with the Clerk of this Court and

not with the transferor district court.

6.  Counsel who appeared in the transferor district court prior to the transfer need not

enter a separate appearance before this Court.

7.  Prior to the first pretrial conference, service of all papers shall be made on each of the

attorneys on the Panel Attorney Service List attached hereto as Schedule B.  Any attorney who

wishes to have his name added to or deleted from the Panel Attorney Service List may do so

upon request to the Clerk of this Court, with notice to all other persons on the Service List.

Service shall be deemed sufficient if made upon all attorneys on the Panel Attorney Service List.

The parties shall present to the Court at the first pretrial conference a list of attorneys for
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purposes of service.  Only one attorney for each party separately represented shall be included on

this list.  Counsel must be able to receive notice from the Court via e-mail.

8.  Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel shall submit a proposed organizational structure

governing each group of parties whose interests are similarly aligned, which shall include

proposed permanent lead counsel and liaison counsel.  These organizational structures are subject

to approval of the Court, and the Court may change any and every portion of the proposed

organizational structures.  Liaison counsel shall be authorized to receive orders and notices from

the Court on behalf of all parties within their liaison group, and shall be responsible for the

preparation and transmittal of copies of orders and notices to the parties in their liaison group. 

Liaison counsel shall maintain complete files, with copies of all documents served upon them,

and shall make those files available to parties within their liaison group.  Liaison counsel are also

authorized to receive orders and notices from the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation,

pursuant to Rule 4.1(d) of the Panel’s Rules of Procedure, on behalf of all parties within their

liaison group, and shall be responsible for the preparation and transmittal of copies of orders and

notices to the parties in their liaison group.

9.  Upon remand of any of these actions, the parties will be required to provide to this

Court copies of any necessary and relevant papers previously filed.

10.  No parties to any of these actions shall be required to obtain local counsel in this

district, and the requirements of Local Rule 83.5 are waived as to any attorney appearing in these

actions who is duly admitted to practice before any United States Court.

11.  Hearings shall not be held on any motions filed, except by order of the Court.

http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/Rules___Procedures/rules___procedures.html
http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/assets/Rules_and_Orders/Local_Civil_Rules/CoverSheet.htm
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12.  Any paper filed in any of these actions that is substantially identical to any other

paper filed in another of these actions shall be sufficient if it incorporates by reference the paper

to which it is substantially identical.  Where counsel for more than one party plan to file

substantially identical papers, they shall join in the submission of those papers and shall file only

one paper on behalf of all so joined.

13.  Any orders, including protective orders, previously entered by this Court or any

transferor district court shall remain in full force and effect, unless expressly vacated by

subsequent order of this Court.

14.  All discovery proceedings in these actions are stayed until further order of this Court.

The time requirements to perform any act or file any papers, pursuant to Rules 26 through 37 of

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, are tolled until the first pretrial conference, at which time a

discovery schedule will be established.

15.  The Court will be guided by the Manual for Complex Litigation, Fourth, approved by

the Judicial Conference of the United States, and counsel are directed to familiarize themselves

with that publication.

16.  If it has not already been done, all counsel must complete Attorney Registration

Forms and return them to the Clerk of Court as soon as possible so that attorney user accounts

can be established.  An Attorney Registration Form is included as Appendix B to the Court’s

Policies and Procedures Manual.  In addition, counsel can easily register online at:

http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/home/clerk-s-office-and-court-recor
ds/electronic-filing/cm-ecf-attorney-registration/

http://www.uscourts.gov/RulesAndPolicies/FederalRulemaking/RulesAndForms.aspx
http://www.uscourts.gov/RulesAndPolicies/FederalRulemaking/RulesAndForms.aspx
http://www.fjc.gov/library/fjc_catalog.nsf
http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/assets/Rules_and_Orders/Local_Civil_Rules/CoverSheet.htm
http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/assets/Rules_and_Orders/Local_Civil_Rules/CoverSheet.htm
http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/home/clerk-s-office-and-court-records/electronic-filing/cm-ecf-attorney-registration
http://www.ohnd.uscourts.gov/home/clerk-s-office-and-court-records/electronic-filing/cm-ecf-attorney-registration
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Typically, the Court only permits attorneys to register to file electronically if they have been

admitted to practice before this Court; however, Rule 3.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the

Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation permits attorneys in good standing of the Bar of any

U.S. District Court to continue to represent their clients without condition.  To facilitate the

processing of your registration, please indicate on the form that you are counsel of record in

MDL No. 2316.  As soon as accounts are established, counsel will be provided with user

identification names and passwords which will permit access to the electronic filing system and

which shall serve as signatures for any and all documents filed electronically.

Future electronically filed documents should not be PDF scanned documents, rather they

should be in a text-searchable format.

The Clerk’s Office has established a CM/ECF Help Desk at 1-800-355-8498 to answer

questions and provide assistance should difficulties arise.

17.  All other matters will be discussed at the initial pretrial conference, to be held on

April 13, 2012 at 9:30 a.m.  Lead counsel for all parties must attend, or submit a written

statement granting decision-making authority to proposed lead counsel.  Parties must also attend. 

“Parties” means either the named individuals or, in the case of a corporation or similar legal

entity, that person who is most familiar with the actual facts of the case.  “Party” does not

necessarily mean in-house counsel or someone who merely has “settlement authority.”  Counsel

should advise clients to bring proper photo identification with them in order to gain entrance to

the U.S. Courthouse.  If the presence of a party or lead counsel will constitute an undue hardship,

http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/Rules___Procedures/rules___procedures.html
http://www.jpml.uscourts.gov/Rules___Procedures/rules___procedures.html
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a written motion to excuse the presence of such person must be filed well in advance of the initial

pretrial conference.

18.  Counsel will confer before the initial pretrial conference to develop a proposed case

management plan and to create an agenda for the conference.  Counsel will submit this agenda to

the Court on or before noon on April 2, 2012.  Among other things, counsel should discuss (and

include on the agenda) the following:  (1) the propriety of consolidation; (2) whether this case

may become suitable for reference to an Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) program; (3)

appropriate due dates for amendment of pleadings, expert and non-expert discovery, dispositive

motions, expert reports, and Daubert hearings; and (4) the scope of discovery.

19.  By noon on April 2, 2012, Interim Co-Lead Class Counsel for Plaintiffs and Interim

Lead Counsel for Defendant shall each submit a brief, no more than 15 pages in length, setting

out:  (1) the legal and factual background of this case; (2) the procedural status of the transferee

cases and potential tag-along cases; (3) those issues the parties currently view as critical,

including scientific issues; and (4) any other relevant information the Court might find helpful.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

  March 2, 2012
Date

    /s/ Benita Y. Pearson
Benita Y. Pearson
United States District Judge
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Schedule A

MDL 2316 Case List

MDL Case Number Original Case Number Case Caption

1:12-ds-35000 5:10-cv-00514 Perko, et al. v. Ford Motor Company

1:12-ds-35001 11-23086-CIV-ALTONAGA/Simonton Pezzi v. Ford Motor Company

1:12-ds-35002 CV11-03870 AHM (MRWx) Tom Stibbie, et al. v. Ford Motor Company

1:12-ds-35003 12-60037-CV-WILLIAMS Wendi Lanzi v. Ford Motor Company
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Schedule B

Panel Attorney Service List

Attorney - Firm Represented Party(s)

Cory S. Fein Daniel Perko, Kevin Kinch, Precast Services, Dennis White,

Caddell & Chapman Kevin Vincent, David Cooper, Bela Kogler, 

Ste. 1070 William Ernestburg, Ray Plunkett, Larry & Debra Black,

1331 Lamar Street Gary Deyo, Kelvin Clark, Len Oniskey, Michael Pate,

Houston, TX 77010 James Chipman, Bill Anz, Mark Jennings, Dustin Tyler,

713-751-0400 Stephen Davis, Jason Phillips, Buster Diggs, Elvis Gibbs,

Ryan Luke, Kirk Morse, Tim Sondgerath, Roger Miller,

Cynthia B. Chapman Robert Walker, Richard Engleman, Barbara Pignato,

Caddell & Chapman Rodney Bender, Tom Ogden, Kinzie Quanina,

Ste. 1070 Chris Armstrong, Bill Kmet, Duane Hough, Brian Spurgeon,

1331 Lamar Street Rolland Garber, Alan Weisberg, Frank Jares,

Houston, TX 77010 Charles Kolinek, Rodney Wall, Martina Jones,

713-751-0400 Michael Jacobsen, Donald Grubb, Bryan Miller, and

Fax: 713-731-0906 Buckeye Management Group, LLC

Email: cbc@caddellchapman.com

Michael A. Caddell

Caddell & Chapman

Ste. 1070

1331 Lamar Street

Houston, TX 77010

713-751-0400

Fax: 713-751-0906

Email: mac@caddellchapman.com

Mitchell A. Toups

Weller Green Toups & Terrell

2615 Calder Street

P.O. Box 350

Beaumont, TX 77704

409-838-0101

Fax: 409-832-8577

Email: matoups@wgttlaw.com

Brian G. Ruschel

Ste. 660

925 Euclid Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44115

216-621-3370

Fax: 216-621-3371

Email: bruschel@aol.com

mailto:cbc@caddellchapman.com
mailto:mac@caddellchapman.com
mailto:matoups@wgttlaw.com
mailto:bruschel@aol.com
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Elaine T. Byszewski

Hagens, Berman Sobol, Shapiro - Pasadena

Ste. 203

301 North Lake Avenue

Pasadena, CA 91101

213-330-7150

Fax: 213-330-7152

Email: elaine@hbsslaw.com

James C. Shah

Shepherd Finkelman Miller & Shah - Collingswood

475 White Horse Park

Collingswood, NJ 08107

856-858-1770

Fax: 856-858-7012

Email: jshah@sfmslaw.com

Mark Schlachet

3637 South Green Road

Beachwood, OH 44122

216-896-0714

Fax: 216-514-6406

Email: mschlachet@gmail.com

Michael C. Maher

Maher Law Firm

Ste. 200

631 West Morse Blvd.

Winter Park, FL 32789

407-839-0866

Fax: 407-425-7958

Natalie Finkelman Bennett

Shepherd Finkelman Miller & Shah - Media

35 East State Street

Media, PA 19063

610-891-9880

Fax: 610-891-9883

Email: nfinkelman@sfmslaw.com

Raymond C. Zanney

2nd Floor

9425 Brookpark Road

Parma, OH 44129

216-739-2600

Fax: 216-661-9292

Email: rzesq@cs.com

mailto:elaine@hbsslaw.com
mailto:jshah@sfmslaw.com
mailto:mschlachet@gmail.com
mailto:nfinkelman@sfmslaw.com
mailto:rzesq@cs.com
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Sean R. Matt

Hagens Berman

Ste. 3300

1918 Eighth Avenue

Seattle, WA 98101

206-268-9327

Fax: 206-623-0594

Senthia D. Towery

Maher Law Firm

Ste. 200

631 West Morse Blvd.

Winter Park, FL 32789

407-839-0866

Fax: 407-425-7958

Steven W. Berman

Hagens, Berman Sobol, Shapiro - Seattle

Ste. 3300

1918 Eighth Avenue

Seattle, WA 98101

206-224-9320

Fax: 208-788-3577

Email: steve@hbsslaw.com

Todd B. Naylor

Goldenberg Schneider

18th Floor

One West Fourth Street

Cincinnati, OH 45202

513-345-8291

Fax: 513-345-8294

Email: tnaylor@gs-legal.com

Jeffrey S. Goldenberg

Goldenberg Schneider

18th Floor

One West Fourth Street

Cincinnati, OH 45202

513-345-8291

Fax: 513-345-8294

Email: jgoldenberg@gs-legal.com

mailto:steve@hbsslaw.com
mailto:tnaylor@gs-legal.com
mailto:jgoldenberg@gs-legal.com
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Francisco Raul Maderal , Jr. Eduardo Pezzi and Wendi Lanzi

Colson Hicks Eidson

255 Alhambra Circle

Penthouse

Coral Gables, FL 33134

305-476-7400

Fax: 305-476-7444

Email: frank@colson.com

Lewis S. Eidson

Colson Hicks Eidson

255 Alhambra Circle

Penthouse

Coral Gables, FL 33134

305-476-7400

Fax: 476-7444

Email: Mike@colson.com

Curtis Bradley Miner

Colson Hicks Eidson

255 Alhambra Circle PH

Coral Gables, FL 33134-2351

305-476-7400

Fax: 476-7444

Craig Madison Patrick Tom Stibbie and Jimmie Duckett

Patrick Law Firm PC

3333 Lee Parkway Suite 600

Dallas, TX 75219

214-665-9510

Fax: 214-665-9511

Fletcher V Trammell

Bailey Perrin Bailey

440 Louisiana Street Suite 2100

Houston, TX 77002

713-425-7100

Fax: 713-425-7101

Steven L Marchbanks

Premier Legal Center APC

610 Newport Center Drive Suite 120

Newport Beach, CA 92660

877-441-4441

Fax: 619-3301955

Email: steve@premierlegalcenter.com

mailto:frank@colson.com
mailto:Mike@colson.com
mailto:steve@premierlegalcenter.com


(1:12-md-2316)

12

William Craft Hughes

Hughes Elizey LLP

2700 Post Oak Boulevard Suite 1120

Houston, TX 77056

888-350-3931

Fax: 888-995-3335

Eric C. Tew Ford Motor Company

Dykema Gossett - Washington

300 West Tower

1300 I Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

202-906-8600

Fax: 202-906-8669

Email: etew@dykema.com

Janet L. Conigliaro

LeClair Ryan

4th Floor

290 Town Center Drive

Dearborn, MI 48126

313-583-5960

Fax: 313-583-6960

Email: janet.conigliaro@leclairryan.com

Krista L. Lenart

Dykema Gossett - Ann Arbor

Ste. 400

2723 South State Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

734-214-7676

Fax: 734-214-7696

Email: klenart@dykema.com

Conor A. McLaughlin

Thompson Hine - Cleveland

3900 Key Tower

127 Public Square

Cleveland, OH 44114

216-566-5500

Fax: 216-566-5800

Email: conor.mclaughlin@thompsonhine.com

mailto:etew@dykema.com
mailto:janet.conigliaro@leclairryan.com
mailto:klenart@dykema.com
mailto:conor.mclaughlin@thompsonhine.com
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Elizabeth B. Wright

Thompson Hine - Cleveland

3900 Key Tower

127 Public Square

Cleveland, OH 44114

216-566-5500

Fax: 216-566-5800

Email: elizabeth.wright@thompsonhine.com

Jennifer Mingus Mountcastle

Thompson Hine - Cleveland

3900 Key Tower

127 Public Square

Cleveland, OH 44114

216-566-5874

Fax: 216-566-5800

Email: Jennifer.Mountcastle@thompsonhine.com

John M. Thomas

Dykema Gossett - Ann Arbor

Ste. 400

2723 South State Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

734-214-7613

Fax: 734-214-7696

Email: jthomas@dykema.com

Angela Teresa Puentes

Carlton Fields

100 SE 2nd Street

Suite 4000 PO Box 019101

Miami, FL 33131-9101

305-530-0050

Fax: 530-0055

David Lanier Luck

Carlton Fields, P.A.

100 S.E. Second Street, Miami Tower

Suite 4200

Miami, FL 33131

305-530-4076

Fax: 305-530-0055

Wendy Frank Lumish

Carlton Fields

100 SE 2nd Street

Suite 4000

P.O. Box 19101

Miami, FL 33131-9101

305-530-0050

mailto:elizabeth.wright@thompsonhine.com
mailto:Jennifer.Mountcastle@thompsonhine.com
mailto:jthomas@dykema.com
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Alina Mooradian

Snell & Wilmer LLP

600 Anton Blvd Suite 1400

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

714-427-7413

Fax: 714-427-7799

Email: amooradian@swlaw.com

Robert Joseph Gibson

Snell & Wilmer LLP

600 Anton Boulevard Suite 1400

Costa Mesa, CA 92626-7689

714-427-7000

Fax: 714-427-7799

Email: hgibson@swlaw.com

Warren E. Platt

Snell & Wilmer - Costa Mesa

Ste. 1440

600 Anton Blvd.

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

714-427-7475

Fax: 714-427-7799

mailto:amooradian@swlaw.com
mailto:hgibson@swlaw.com

